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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The annual meeting of the society on the evening of January 
14, 1918, was the first meeting to be held in the new building. 
At the business session, which convened in the manuscript room, 
the following life members of the society were unanimously 
elected to serve on the executive council for the triennium, 
1918-21 : Everett H. Bailey, Charles Bechhoefer, Solon J. Buck, 
Rev. William Busch, Frederick M. Catlin, Lorin Cray, Oliver 
Crosby, William W. Cutler, Frederic A. Fogg, William W. 
Folwell, Guy Stanton Ford, Darwin S. Hall, Harold Harris, 
Frederick G. Ingersoll, Gideon S. Ives, Victor E. Lawson,. 
William E. Lee, William H. Lightner, William A. McGonagle, 
William B. Mitchell, Charles P. Noyes, Victor Robertson, J. F. 
Rosenwald, Edward P. Sanborn, Rev. Marion D. Shutter, Charles 
Stees, Warren Upham, Olin D. Wheeler, William G. White, 
Harry E. Whitney, and' Edward B. Young. Following the 
business session the society adjourned to the south gallery for 
the annual address, which was delivered by Dr. Lester Burrell 
Shippee of the University of Minnesota, on the subject : "Social 
and Economic Effects of the Civil War with Special Reference 
to Minnesota." This part of the meeting was open to the public 
and the audience numbered about two hundred. 

In connection with its account of the annual meeting of the 
society the St. Paul Daily News published in its issue of January 
13, a picture and brief description of the building, together with 
some account of the moving. Somewhat the same ground is 
covered in an article in the Minneapolis Journal of January 20. 
This is accompanied by an exterior and three interior views of 
the building. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled dur- 
ing the quarter ending January 31, 1918: Mrs. Fred A. Bill, 
C. Edward Graves, Dietrich Lange, Albert R. Moore, and Har- 
old S. Quigley of St. Paul; Miss Medora Jordan and Lester B. 
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Shippee of Minneapolis ; Lieutenant Sydney A. Patchin, stationed 
at Houston, Texas ; Charles H. Budd and Mrs. James H. Gordon 
of Montevideo; Denver C. Leach of Willmar; and Thomas 
Bardon of Ashland, Wisconsin. Deaths among the members 
during the same period were as follows : Hon. Charles E. Otis 
of St. Paul, November 8 ; Kenneth Clark of St. Paul, November 
1 1 ; Hon. Charles Keith of Princeton, November 30 ; George F. 
Piper of Minneapolis, December 1 ; Joseph S. Sewall of St. Paul, 
December 22; Rev. William McKinley of Winona, January 12; 
Rev. Arthur E. Jones of Montreal, Canada, January 19; Bishop 
James McGolrick of Duluth, January 23 ; and Andrew C. Dunn 
of Winnebago, January 28. 

Occupation of the New Building 

The Minnesota Historical Society is experiencing at the pres- 
ent time one of the most important transitions in its annals. 
Nearly seventy years after its organization by a group of far- 
seeing men in the first year of the existence of the territory of 
Minnesota, it is now for the first time installed in quarters 
adequate to house its collections and activities, specifically designed 
to meet its requirements, and worthy of its high purposes. 

The work of moving the library and other property of the 
society into the new building began on December 11, 1917. 
The newspaper volumes and stock of publications, so long stored 
in the Old Capitol where they were in constant danger of destruc- 
tion by fire, were taken first. Then followed the moving of the 
greater part of the newspaper collection in the New Capitol, 
after which it was necessary to wait until January 3 for the 
completion of the elevator in the main book stack before the 
transfer of the general library could be begun. By the end of 
the month, however, practically all the possessions of the society 
were in the new building. Before a single book was moved a 
comprehensive scheme of arrangement was worked out making 
it possible for most of the books to be put in their proper places 
on the shelves as they were brought over. In order that service 
to the public might be interrupted as little as possible, the classes 
of books most in use were left to the last. On January 10, how- 
ever, it became necessary to close the reading room in the Capitol, 
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but the reading room in the new building was opened to the 
public less than a week later. 

Because of delays at factories and in transportation, only a 
part of the furniture for the building has been received as yet, 
and it has been necessary to employ a variety of makeshifts. 
All the departments are in operation, however, with the exception 
of the museum, which cannot be permanently installed until new 
equipment is received. As this equipment will not be ready for 
several months, plans are now being worked out for the temporary 
display of some of the more interesting museum material. 

Dedication of the Building 

At the November meeting of the council, Messrs. Charles P. 
Noyes, Solon J. Buck, Everett H. Bailey, Frederic A. Fogg, and 
Frederick G. Ingersoll, who as members of the executive com- 
mittee for the triennium 1915-18, had charge of the society's 
interests in connection with the construction of the building, were 
appointed a special committee on dedication. Since the Missis- 
sippi Valley Historical Association is to hold its annual meeting 
in St. Paul on May 9, 10, and 11, the committee decided to 
arrange for the dedication exercises to be held in connection with 
that meeting, when a considerable number of distinguished men 
in the field of history from outside the state will be able to 
participate. The program for the exercises has not been com- 
pleted as yet, but it is expected that there will be an afternoon 
and an evening meeting, at one of which the dedicatory address 
will be delivered by Frederick Jackson Turner, professor of 
history in Harvard University. The committee feels that it is 
most fortunate in securing for this occasion not only one of the 
foremost historians of the country, but one whose researches and 
inspiration have contributed especially to an adequate under- 
standing of the significance of the West in American history. 

The program for the Mississippi Valley Historical Association 
meeting, which is being worked out by a committee of which 
Professor Chauncey S. Boucher of St. Louis is chairman, bids 
fair to be of unusual interest. This association held its first 
annual meeting in Minnesota, at Lake Minnetonka, in 1908, and 
it is eminently fitting that it should return a decade later and 
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join in dedicating a new building to the cause of history. Pro- 
grams of both the association meeting and the dedication exercises 
will be mailed to all members of the Minnesota Historical Society, 
when they are completed, and it is hoped that every member who 
can possibly do so will arrange to attend. 

Gifts 

Mr. Charles T. Andrews of South Bend, Indiana, has presented 
to the society a copy of the Genealogical Biography of Charles T. 
and Mary E. Clark Andrews, compiled by him, on the inside back 
cover of which he has pasted a photograph of Owatonna in 1864, 
showing the main street and the then Fenno residence, now the 
site of the Burt house, in which he was married and lived during 
the winter of 1864-65. The photograph also shows in the fore- 
ground a caravan of ox-drawn prairie-schooners proceeding down 
the street. 

A collection of ambrotypes of the members of the first legis- 
lature of the state of Minnesota, 1858, is a recent gift to the 
society from two of its life members, Mr. John A. Stees of St. 
Paul, and his son, Mr. Charles Stees. The pictures were exhib- 
ited for the first time at the annual meeting of the society, Jan- 
uary 14, 1918, when Mr. Charles Stees made a brief presentation 
speech. 

Dr. James C. Ferguson of St. Paul, who has recently gone into 
military service, has presented a small but interesting collection 
of Indian artifacts of stone and copper; also an old flint-lock 
found near Rock Lake in Crow Wing County, and a curious 
powderhorn, the history of which is unknown. Mr. John Seibert 
of Hillman is jointly responsible with Dr. Ferguson for part of 
these gifts. 

An old record book of the German Farmers' Fire Insurance 
Company of Washington County has been presented by Mr. Henry 
Vollner of Stillwater. In addition to the treasurer's accounts 
from the time of the organization of the company, March, 1867, 
until 1888, the book contains the minutes of two preliminary 
meetings which were held to provide for and adopt a constitution, 
the constitution itself, and a list of the members. 
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Mrs. James J. Hill has presented to the society two museum 
articles of unusual interest. One is an initial shot from the flag 
of the First Minnesota Regiment at the battle of Gettysburg, 
which is accompanied by a copy of the note written to Mr. Hill 
by Mrs. W. W. Dike at the time she gave him this bit of the 
old flag, January 6, 1898. The other is a tamarack cane given 
to Mr. Hill by Simeon P. Folsom of St. Paul. In a letter to 
Mr. Hill, Mr. Folsom states that when he came to St. Paul in 
July, 1847, a house, built of tamarack logs, stood at the corner 
of what is now Jackson and Third Streets. He purchased the 
building and in it opened the first hotel in St. Paul. In December 
of the same year he sold the place to Jacob W. Bass, who ran 
it as the "St. Paul House." The old house was torn down in 
1871, after it had served as a part of the Merchants Hotel for 
a number of years. 



